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Socio-personal profile of women cattle owners in arid 

region of Rajasthan 
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Abstract 
The present study was conducted in Bikaner district of Rajasthan to document the socio-personal profile 

of women cattle owners. A list of women engaged in cattle management practices was procured from 

Uttari Rajasthan Sahkari Dugdh Utpadak Sangh Limited (URMUL). The respondents were selected by 

using proportionate random sampling procedure from 18 dairy co-operative societies of six selected milk 

procurement routes. Total 120 respondents of dairy co-operative societies were drawn for the present 

investigation. Data were collected with the help of pre-tested semi-structured schedule. The findings of 

the study revealed that majority of the farm women belonged to the middle age group, OBC category of 

caste, educated up to middle class and belonged to joint family with more than five family members. 

Most of them belonged to small land holding group and majority of them were indigenous cattle owners 

possessed only one cattle, followed by two cattle while among cross bred respondents possessed one 

cross bred cattle, followed by two cattle 
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Introduction 
Dairying has been a part and parcel of Indian culture and civilization from the ancient times 

and remains so even today. Dairy farming plays a very important role in improving the 

economy of the country. Milk has an important place in human diet. Milk production in India 

is predominantly the domain of small holders in mixed farming system. Dairying has become 

an important secondary source of income for millions of rural families and has assumed the 

most important role in providing employment and income generating opportunities particularly 

for women farmers. Milk, which accounts for more than two thirds of the value of livestock 

output has emerged as the largest agricultural commodity in the country. In India, majority of 

farm families are engaged in agricultural operations for about 8-9 months in a year but 

agriculture alone is unable to provide necessary employment and income to the people. Under 

such conditions, dairying constitutes an important activity of the rural population, mostly a 

subsidiary occupation. Most of the work involving livestock management is considered the 

traditional responsibility of women. The feeding, cleaning and milking of dairy animals, the 

care of young animals, and administration of medicines are done mostly by women. India 

ranks world’s first milk producer country with annual milk production of 146.3 million tonnes 

during 2014-15 [Anonymous, 2014-15] [1]. Rajasthan has about 6.09 per cent of country’s 

cattle population and contributes over 10 per cent of total milk production [Anonymous, 2015] 
[2]. Women constitute about 69% of work force engaged in livestock sector and accounted for 

93 per cent of total employment in dairy production in India. Even after seeing her 

contribution in livestock and agriculture to such a great extent, her participation as an active 

worker and to producer of goods and services have not been duly recognized by men 

dominated society. In this sense of social power and privilege with certain exception, women 

have always been placed at to second position after man. The use and adoption of any new 

technologies, profile of the women like age, caste, education, family type, family size and land 

holding plays an important role. With this background the present study was conducted to 

document the socio-personal profile of women cattle owners in arid region of Rajasthan. 

 

Methodology 

The study was conducted in Bikaner district of Rajasthan. The investigation was concerned 

with URMUL dairy which is the largest milk collecting union in arid region in north 

Rajasthan. The head office of URMUL is situated at Bikaner. URMUL Bikaner stands sixth in 

Rajasthan in terms of milk collecting union. The URMUL is consisting of six milk units 

(Bikaner, Loonkaransar, Chattergarh, Khajuwala, Bajju and Dungargarh). Each milk unit 

consists of 5 to 12 milk collection routes. All the six milk units were selected for the study.  
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From each milk unit, one milk collection route was selected 

randomly. Each milk route consists of 15 to 37 dairy 

cooperative societies, out of them three dairy cooperative 

societies were selected randomly from each route. For 

selection of the respondents, proportionate random sampling 

procedure was adopted to make a sample size of 120 women 

respondents. Data were collected with the help of semi-

structured interview schedule. The data were analyzed on the 

basis of various statistical tools like frequency, percentage etc. 

 

Result and Discussion 

The data regarding the socio-personal profile of the 

respondents viz., age, caste, education, size of land holding, 

family type, size of family and herd size are presented. The 

results have been presented in the Table 1 and 2. 

1. Age: Age is an important factor as it reveals mental 

maturity and experience of an individual in making 

decision. Result presented in Table 1 revealed that 

majority of women (55.83%) belonged to middle age 

group. On the other hand, 24.17 per cent women were in 

the young age group and 20.00 per cent women belonged 

to old age group. The findings are in conformity with the 

findings of Bashir and Kumar (2013) [3], Rathord et al. 

(2011) [10] and Khode et al. (2009) [6] who reported that 

majority of improved cattle management respondents 

belonged to middle age category. 

  
Table 1: Distribution of respondents according to their socio-

personal attributes 
 

S. No Personal attributes F % 

1 Age group   

(i) Young (below 30 years) 29 24.17 

(ii) Middle aged (30 to 50 years) 67 55.83 

(iii) Old aged (above 50 years) 24 20.00 

2 Caste   

(i) General 39 32.50 

(ii) OBC 49 40.83 

(iii) SC/ST 32 26.67 

3 Education   

(i) Illiterate 37 30.83 

(ii) Primary 21 17.50 

(iii) Middle class 45 37.50 

(iv) Upto Senior secondary 13 10.83 

(v) Graduate and above 4 3.34 

4 Land holding   

(i) Landless 15 12.50 

(ii) Marginal (< 1 ha) 27 22.50 

(iii) Small (1-2 ha) 34 28.33 

(iv) Medium (2-4 ha) 19 15.83 

(v) Large (>4 ha) 25 20.84 

5 Family type   

(i) Nuclear family 37 30.83 

(ii) Joint family 83 69.17 

6 Family size   

(i) Small (upto 5 member) 43 35.83 

(ii) Large (above 5 member) 77 64.17 

2. Caste: The data in Table 1 depicts that most of the farm 

women i.e. 40.83 per cent were belonged to Other 

Backward Castes (OBC), while 32.50 per cent women 

belonged to General Caste and 26.67 per cent women 

belonged to Scheduled Caste. The findings are in 

accordance with the findings of Kumar et al. (2016) [7, 8] 

who reported that maximum number of respondents 

belonged to OBC in peri-urban area followed by general 

and in rural area OBC are highest followed by general in 

case of rural and urban dairy farmers. 

 

3. Education level: The data integrated in the Table 1 

revealed that 37.50 per cent farm women were found to 

be educated up to middle class, whereas 30.83 per cent 

women were illiterate, 17.50 per cent women educated up 

to primary level and 10.83 per cent women were educated 

up to high Senior Secondary. Further, 3.33 per cent 

women were educated up to graduate and above. The 

findings are in contradictory with the findings of Rahman 

(2012) [9] Jarial (2006) [5] and Das (2003) [4] also reported 

that the majority of the respondents belonged to illiterate 

category of education. 

 

4. Land holding: The data in Table 1 indicates that only 

few respondents i.e. 28.33% belonged to the category of 

small land holding having 1-2 hectares of land. Further, 

22.50 per cent women belonged to marginal category 

holding below one hectares of land, 20.83 per cent 

women having large farm size i.e. more than 4 hectare of 

land. Whereas, 15.83 per cent women fell in the category 

of medium farm size holding having 2 - 4 ha. Land, only 

12.50 per cent women were landless having no land. The 

findings are contradictory with the findings of Verma et 

al., (2016) [3] and Khode et al. (2009) [6] who reported 

that most of the respondents belonged to large farmer’s 

category.  

 

5. Family type: The data incorporated in Table 1 clearly 

shows that majority of women (69.17%) belonged to joint 

family and 30.83 per cent were found to be from nuclear 

family. The findings are in conformity with the findings 

of Kumar et al. (2016) [7, 8] who found that majority of 

farmers were maintain joint family socio-cultural system 

in rural areas of Rajasthan state. 

 

6. Family size: The data in Table 1 reveals that majority of 

respondents (64.17%) belonged to large size family and 

only 35.83 per cent of respondents were from small 

family.  

 

7. Size of herd: The data in Table 2 shows that 66.23 per 

cent of the indigenous cattle owners possessed only one 

cattle, 22.08 per cent had 2 cattle’s and rest 11.69 per 

cent of them had 3 and more cattle.  

 
Table 2: Distribution of respondents according to size of herd and type of cattles 

 

S. No. No. of cattle possessed 

Cattle owners 

Indigenous cattle owners Cross bred cattle owners Overall 

F % F % F % 

1. One cattle 51 66.23 25 58.14 76 63.33 

2. Two cattle 17 22.08 13 30.23 30 25.00 

3. Three or more cattle 9 11.69 5 11.63 14 11.67 

 Total 77 64.17 of overall 43 35.83 of overall 120 100.00 
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Among cross bred cattle owners 58.14 per cent of the 

respondents possessed one cross bred cow, 30.23 per cent of 

the had two cross bred cows and only 11.63 respondent 

possessed three and more cross bred cows. The overall data 

presented in Table 2 further indicates that 64.17 per cent of 

the respondents possess indigenous cattle whereas, 35.83 per 

cent posses cross bred cattle. Further, majority of overall 

respondents (63.33%) holding only one cattle, 25.00 per cent 

holding two cattle and only 11.67 women were holding three 

or more cattle. The finding of the study are in agreement with 

Shruti et al. (2015) [12] and Meena et al. (2012) [11] who 

reported that most of the respondent possessed medium size 

of herd. 

 

Conclusion 

From the above findings, it could be concluded that majority 

of women cattle owners were medium age, OBC category of 

caste, maintaining joint family with more than five members 

and most of them belonged to small land holding group. The 

majority of the indigenous cattle owners possessed only one 

cattle, while, among cross bred owners respondents possessed 

one cross bred cattle it might be the reason for their low level 

of income. The findings regarding the education of the 

respondents showed that majority of the cattle owners had up 

to middle class education. It is suggested that efforts should 

be made to increase the level of education by initiating adult 

education programme especially for farm women in the study 

area. The financial assistance can ensure the respondents 

confidence by increasing the risk taking capacity so that they 

can able to adopt the scientific technologies in the cattle 

management by contacting the extension persons through 

mass media.  
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